
More Cars Are Needed
On Both Subway Lines

Interborough Ten Trains
Short on Schedule

for Rush Hours

Fewer Tickets Sold

Government Employment Ser¬
vice Not Asked for Train¬
men, Although Needed

Conditions on the Interborough sub¬
way showed improvement yesterday.
A total of seventy-two trains an hour
were counted by Tribune reporters on

the two lines from 5:15 and 6:50
o'clock.ten trains behind the number
promised by officials. There was less
congestion.
As a result of agitation for better

service carried on by The Tribune ever
since the "H" system was opened, and
in answer to the peremptory demand
of th* Public Service Commission, the
Fast Side service was advanced to
thirty-two trains an hour.
Following are the outstanding devel-
¦¦.. nts in yesterday's subway log-

book:
Although the Interborough has com¬

plained of being short more than 1,000
men in all departments of the service,
and although its officials claim that the
¡crvice lias bien much handicapped
ecause of" labor shortage, it was found
at the Interborough has made virtu¬

ally no use of the United States Em¬
ployment Service for securing men.

Fewer Passengers Now
The Public Service Commission made

public ticket sale figures, showing that
fi wer persons have patronized the sys¬
tem since tiie "H" system was openedthan before. The Fast Sitie lines have
witnessed a congestionduring the last
few weeks which never has been
equalled in the history of New York
transportation. At "the same time tick-
el .-ales were lighter.

Interborough officials admitted that
shortaire of men compelled them to re¬
duce the size of trains, and that eightinstead of ten car trains were being
operated on the Broadway and on some
ri the Fast Side lines.

At the office of the United States Em¬
ployment Service Headquarters, 22 East
rwenty-second Street, it was said that
the IntcrboTouKh had applied for me-
i hanics and rough labor men. A Fed¬
eral official estimated that the bureau
had supplied the Interborough with per¬
haps 200 mechanics and common la-

ii rers during the last two months.
No Trainmen Recruited

A representative of the Interborough
said the company had secured a few
mechanics and labours from the Fed-
oral Labor Bureau. Ile was unable to
give any explanation as to why the com-
pany did not seek to recruit train and
platform guards through the govern-

employment agency.
ï I e B. R. T., also lacking about

1,000 men, has not called for help
rom the government labor bureau.
Ticket stile figures for the last four

Mondays show a sharp decrease in sub¬
way travel, but there has been a sharp
ncrease in congestion.
Here are the subway ticket sales for

Mondays beginning July 29, before the
West Side line had been fuliy opened:
July 29 . 1,096,754
August 5 . 98S.828
August r2 .'...¦. 1,019,084

t August 19 . 1,060,419
Shuttle Frightened Many

The panic occasioned by the opera¬
tion of the shuttle service between the
Grand Central station and Times
Square, suspended by the Public Ser-
vice Commission on August 2, fright¬
ened thousands of persons away from

subway.
The Public Service Commission

täte s
"While the gross total (on August

''¦, as stated above, was only a few
thousands below the last gross total
under old operation, analysis of the fig-

a big shift in traffic. The
itions on the old line are used, gen¬

erally speaking, much less than for-
u rly, although in ¡i few instances the

are higher, while the stations on
Seventh Avenue and Lexington lines

ave gained enormously."
commission gives the following

iri ticket sales on the Lexing-
ton Avenue and Seventh Avenue lines,

pi e' vi |v
.

. .".fi.nr, l n3,826
August '¦

. 82,259 !m,040
' 12 . 99,176 108,034

August 19 . 109,216
"

121,191
The stiles figures show a marked de¬

crease in sales of tickets at Brooklyn
station, which has been the

of great congestion of late. The
Grai d 'entrai station, where the worst
.-. gestion has prevailed, has done less
b isini than in years.

Subways Lacked Men,
Says "Editor" Shonts

? ibway situation has attracted
notice even of Editor Theodore P.

has an editorial on the
tterday's issue of "The

he editor has reached
conclusion as that voiced a

daj ago by Frank Hedley that
oi :. over," and adds: "Thingsiiing to rights."

Being an optimist hasn't interfered
"\ Shonts's natural editorial ca-
for analysis, and he says that

\> t re to blame and, in
of the Public Service Commis-
verdict, he doesn't mention the
as ne of them. The real trouble

tor Shonts says, that the sub-
'. have enough men and that

tune up a signal system
uch necessary for the subway

tern,
,- up, he -ays, "cannot be

cd," but vei diet of speedy im¬
prove'.Itcati that the signal
incra are hard at work.

3d Avenue Railway
Men Get Increases

Five thousand conductors and motor-
men of the Third Avenue Railway syR-
i Urn will receive a 25 per cent increase
In pay. beginning next Sunday.

!-. W, Huff, president of the system,
n annoum ;. th< increase yesterday

that was given voluntarily be-
d o '.¦ ¦;' coi t of living.

'. di c ded that . hi teadily ad-
;¦ co I of living made ¡1 necea

OUÏ .o should have
.¦¦

,. and '.¦ decided to give it
hout 'he¡r having to make

:. e.r- and," .¦ d Mr. Huff
Two o; advances are made.

About 3,000 r/u-;., who have bren in
thi company'» employ less than three

vil] receive 40 cents an hour, as
compared to a former scale of from
'/.'<> to 86 eents. Two thousand men, who
have worked longer than three years,will be yjyn 43 eents an hour, ss corn-
tared to i '.*<»U iltlWJtiij.

Subway Promised 82
Trains; 72 Make Trips
Interborough officials give the fol¬

lowing figures for the number of
subway trains which would run per
hour during the rush periods under
the "H" system:

East Side. West Side.
Expresses. 22 ^uLocals . 20 20

Totals. 42 40
Grand total . ». W2
Counted by Tribune reporters dur¬

ing the rush hour last night:
East Side. West Side.

Expresses. 17 23
Locals . 15 17

Total . 32 40
Grand total . 72

Hylan Takes
A Hand in the
Newspaper War

Continued from nage »

censes. In any event, the boys will
not be intimidated and will go on with
this battle to a finish."

Stanton said he regretted that the
strike has come at a time when tho gov¬
ernment needs the publicity most for
its many patriotic ventures.
"We realize," he added, ''that the gov¬

ernment in its effort to get, information
about tho draft and Liberty loans before
the public will be seriously embar¬
rassed by the situation in New York.
But we are as important in our way as
are ship workers and munition makers,
and the government should force the
publishers to grant the fair demands of
newsdealers."
Samuel Rothbart, head of the Queens-

boro venders, remarked that this was
simply another evidence of Hearst's
tactics. "The Mayor, however," he
added, "will be shown that it is not
he alone that, controls the fate of the
newsdealers. If necessary, the dealers
will thrash ths question out in the
highest court."
Mark Moscowitz, acting president of

the Harlem Newsdealers' Association,issued a statement on the Mayor'sorder, saying:
"If the Mayor thinks by the threat-

ened revocation of our licenses he has
solved the strike he is sadly mistaken.
He will need at least 5,000 assistants
to give the city the services that we
newsdealers are rendering. These as-
sistants, we think, will not take up this
business out of charity, or to serve Mr.
Hearst. They will want to make a
living, too, and if the papers will be
sold to them at the price they are
being sold to us, they will undoubtedlydo what we are doing."
As a result of the newspaper venders'

decision to place under ban all papersdeclining to grant their demands, it
was virtually impossible to obtain an
evening paper yesterday afternoon be-low Twenty-third Street. Here and
there, however, a few widows who de-
pond upon their daily sales were per-mitted to sell their papers.
Harry Harrison, a vender in front ofthe World Building, did a thriving;business, protected by three policemen,

Another Meeting Called
Stanton, for the newsboys, said the

action of the newsdealers at the meet-
ing in Beethoven Hall did not exactly
express the sentiment of the newsboysand that there was no intention-to dis¬
regard the favorable attitude of The
Tribune, He announced that a meetingof the newsboys has been called for to¬
night at Hesse's Hall, Erankfort and
William Streets, where the entire mat-
ter will be reconsidered and appropri¬ate action taken.

The strike leaders reiterated that
the strike wouki go into effect with
the morning newspapers at midnight,declaring that if the agencies deliver¬
ing the papers leave them their usual
orders they will decline to sell or payfor them.

In the meantime "The New York
American" and "The Evening Journal"
are piling up on the dealers as waste
paper.
David Dean, head of the American

News Company, which delivers the
morning papers to *.he venders, said
yesterday that he had received no in¬
dividual instructions to cease deliveryof newspapers to the dealers, and that
he will continue to deliver the papersj as though nothing had happened."I refuse to recognize anything that
took place at their meeting, and until
I get a personal order to discontinue
to serve a customer I shall proceed
as usual."

Hearst Tries Dictation
Referring to the attempt of a Hearst

agent to disrupt the newsdealers'meet-
ing at Beethoven Hall Tuesday nightMr. Sultan said that the taotics pur-sued were characteristic of the Hearst
crowd. Mr, Sultan, in an address atthe meeting, told his comrades:

"I thought I was a free man in afree country, but Monday morning I
was disillusioned. I discovered that I
must submit to the most infamousform of slavery that can exist -theslavery of having a man dictate to youwhat class of merchandise I can buy
or sell,
"The Brooklyn News Company, thatreceived my order, together with many

mor of my fellow tradesmen, to dis-continue sending me 'Americans,' hassaid: You are not the solo arbiter of
your business. We will not permit youto sell what you want, but you mustsell what wo want you to sell and myorders were disregarded. The NewYork 'Americans' are being forced uponI me and they will attempt to make me
pay for them. Are you going to standfor slavery of this sort?
"Or are you going to throw down

the gauntlet to that greedy gangheaded by Hearst? Will you tell them,!'This far you can go and no further?'
"We are free men and we are goingj to fight for our rights and a decent

living."
The Tribune was the only paper on

sale in lower Manhattan early this
morning. Dealers at Brooklyn Bridgeand other places along Park Row wero

j kept busy passing out papers to pur-chuserß.

'Hearst Newsdealers Fined
MOUNT VERNON', Aug. 21..Leo'Marcel, a Mount Vernon youth, was

fined $5 by Acting City Magistrat«Kavanaugh to-day for conducting a
newsstand without a permit^from the
Mayor. Marcel was one of the special
agents employed by Hearst when local
newsdealers quit handling Hearst
newspapers m obedience to the Mount
Vernon ordinance batring such publi
cation«.

Marcel was arrested under an old
ordinance, which requires operators ol
newsstand to obtain a city permit. \i<
v/hu arrested on complaint of F. IS
Loveland, a leader m the local anti-
Hearst fight.
Judg* Ksnavaugh reserved decision

In the cases of two Hearst agent« ar-
rest*«* on the same charge.

It Happens in the Best Regulated Families : : : bx briggs

5 Bayer Company
Officials Arrested
By Alien Custodian

A. Mitchell Palmer Also
Confiscates Stock of Bayer
Company's Subsidiary

With the arrest of five officials and
employes of the Bayer Company, Inc.,
one of the largest chemical concerns
¡n this country, and the confiscation
of the stock of Williams & Crowell
Color Co., Inc., a subsidiary concern,
and $250,000 in accumulated profits, A.
Mitchell Palmer, Alien Properly Custo¬
dian, announced yesterday that he had
frusüjBted a plan to acquire for Ger¬
man interests a substantial portion
of the Bayer company business and
establish it on a water front property
on the Jersey shore of the Hudson
River.
The five men arrested by the Depart¬

ment of Justice were:
Herman C. A. Seebohm, 430 Fast

Nineteenth Street, Brooklyn, director
and secretary of the Bayer Company
and director, assistant treasurer and
secret stockholder of Williams &
Crowell Co.

Dr. R. J. Pabst, 829 Park Avenue,
manager of the New York and South¬
ern sales department of the Bayer com¬
pany and secret stockholder in the sub¬
sidiary concern.
A. Reiser, 9 Maiden Lane, office man¬

ager of the Williams & Crowell Com¬
pany.

Dr. Adelbi rt, Segin, 117 Hudson
Street, chief of the pharmaceutical de¬
partment in the New York offices of
the Bayer Company.

Dr. Rudolph llutz, former director
of the Bayer Company and former
manager of the Boston office and secret
stockholder of the Williams & Crowell
Company.

Sprague Questions Prisoners
The men were taken on Presidential

warrants and are charged with* being
dangerous enemy aliens. All but Dr.
Hutz, who was taken in New Hamp¬
shire, were taken to the New York-
Port Alien Enemy Bureau and ques¬
tioned .by Rufus W. Sprague, jr., head
of the bureau.
The Bayer Company was taken over

by the Alien Property Custodian last
January, and the business is now be¬
ing conducted under the supervision of
directors, appointed by Mr. Palmer.
The Williams iv. Crowell Company, of
Providence, was the concern purchased
by the German representatives through
which it was hoped to rejuvenate the
former German interests in the Bayer
Company after the war.

Mr. Palmer has turned the stock of
the Williams & Crowd! Company and
the $250.000 profits into the treasury of
the Bayer Company. This was done
after Charles J. Hardy, a lawyer, of
lf>5 Broadway, had reported that the
purchase of the subsidiary concern
was a clear case of camouflage and
had expressed his desire to turn over
all of the stock and money.

Wanted Edgewater Site
According to information made pub¬

lic by Mr. Palmer, Mr. Hardy and Mr.
Seebohm were the moving spirits in
the plan which involved the financing
and the purchase of the Williams <v
Crowcll Company. The plan also pro¬vided for the purchase of a site for a
new river front plant at Edgewater,N. J., a sum of money having been paid
to bind the option given to the German
representatives.

Last January Mr Hardy went to the
office of the Alien Property Custodian
at Washington and said that he andthe director of the Bayer Company haddecided to turn it over because of itsGerman

In organizing the William & Crowell
Company it. was provided that dividends
should not exceed 10 per cent, so that,despite the fact the profits of the
company would amount to nearly$600,000 a year, not. more than $10,000
of this Mini could be iiaid to the stock¬
holders.

Still Controlled I5a.\er Companj
The former ofilccVa ami representafives of the German interests ¡n the

Haver Company then \\,ii- m the posi¬
tion of having a new company which
could take over the business, if neces¬
sary, of the Haver Company for the
sale of dyestuffs and chemicals.

In addition they had a contract with
the Bayer Company which would net
them about $á0,1)1)0 a month clear profit
und leave them with a Kurplus ut the

Jersey Bandits Kill Driver I
To Get $40,000 Load of Silk
Highwaymen Also Beat Up Chauffeur's Assistant
in Wild West Attack Upon Auto Truck on Lonely
Stretch of Road Near Somerville, but Later
Abandon Booty

SOMERVILLE, N. J., Aug. 21..Al
hold-up in old "wild Western" style,
with a powerful motor truck as the
modern substitute for the oldtime
stage, was perpetrated on Union Ave¬
nue, four miles from this village, early
this afternoon.
One man was shot to death, another

was badly beaten and a motor truck,
carrying silk worth $-10,000, was stolen.
The truck and silk were recovered
hours later at Aldcne, N. J., a little
village near here.
No trace of the highwaymen has been

found. To-night a posse, organized by
William Nash, Chief of Police of
Bound Brook, is scouring the hills in
this section of New Jersey for some

clew to the men.
The murdered man was Charles Ilil-

b< rt, driver of a motor truck for Kal-
i lenbach & Stevens, silk manufacturers,
of'6 Bigelow Street, Newark, N. J.
His home was in Allentown, Penn.,
where, his wife and six children reside.

Kallenbaclt & Stevens have a large
finishing mill at Allentown. Present
railroad conditions have caused many
manufacturing concerns to turri to the
motor truck for long distance deliver-
ics Kallenbach & Stevens among them.

Lonely, Sheltered Road
Early yesterday morning Hubert,

driving a h ugh truck, started out from
Newark to make the run to Allentown
with fhe truck loaded. On the rear,
rode his helper, Frank Mayer, of New¬
ark. A short distance past Middle
Brook and just before reaching a road
which runs from Plainfield to Somer¬
ville, Union Avenue dips down and
runs a '.short distance between em-
bankments about thirty feet in height.
Woods come up close to the road for a
distance of a quarter of a mile or
more.

j. Tho highwaymen lay in those woods
on the top of the embankment. Theyhad a clear view of Union Avenue for

LBome distance. .Tust'as Hubert, slowed
down to cross Middle Rrook and before
he had time to speed up again the
men sprang from their places of con-
cealment with revolvers in their hands
and ordered him to stop.
As the lumbering truck slowed down

one of the men ran around to the rear,

pressed his gun against Mayer's bodyand ordered him to go into tho wood?.
Mayer did so, the hold-up man follow-
ing closely. In the woods Mayer wasordered to lie down and hold his hands
over his head.
While the robber was going throughhis clothes in search of the revolver

he evidently believed his victim to
carry Mayer heard the sound of sev¬
eral shots. Then one of the highway-
men who had remained near the truck
was heard to say, "I shot that fellow,
anyway."
The man guarding Mayer immediate¬

ly left, first, however, warning him to
make no effort to follow. Mayer obeyedimplicitly for several minutes;. Then
he brgan to crawl away from the road.
Getting to his feet after a time, Mayerstarted en a run for a point of the
road about a quarter of a mile from
where the hold-up had occurred. There
he saw a house and found a telephone.

Hubert's Body Removed
Chief of Police Nash, of Bound

Brook, was notified and wont immedi¬
ately to the scene of the hold-up, stop¬
ping first to pick up Mayer. When
they arrived, however, the truck was
gone and no trace of Hubert was to bo
found.

A. M. Beckman, County Prosecutor of
Somerset County, was summoned by
Chief Nasl:, and after Mayer had boon
locked up here as a material witness, a
search was begun for the missing truck
and driver. An examination of the
roadside disclosed marks of many feet
and there were signs of a struggle.

Closer search led to the woods on the
opposite side of the road from which
Mayer had been taken, and there,
partly concealed by shrubs, tina body
of Hubert was found. He had evidently
been badly beaten before being shot
through the body.

Shortly afterward the driver of an¬
other truck belonging to tho same con¬
cern reported he had found the missing
truck standing alongside the road at
Aldene. No effort had been made to
disturb any of its contents, and the
police believe the robbers became
frightened and abandoned it.
Hubert was armed, and the broken

handle of a revolver which was found
at thé scene of the hold-up leads tho
police to believe that he put up a stub¬
born fight before being killed. Both
Hubert and Mayor, according to offi¬
cials of the silk concern, were old" and
trusted employes.

end of two years of more than $1,00(1,-
000 to be used to further their foothold
in the chemical industry of this coun¬
try after the war. Under this scheme
when the Bayer Company was seized
the government did not get the main
portion of its business, which was
taken over by the other concern.

Dr. Duisberg, general director of tha
Bayer company in Germany and di-
rector general of the War Trade Bu-
reau in Germany, is a brother-in-law
of Seebohm. The first information,which letl to the arrests and taking
over of the Williams & Crowell Com¬
pany, was obtained through disclosures
made by Dr. Christian Stamm, the
Providence, R. 1., agent of the Bayer
company, after his arrest as an enemyalien.
-«-_

Two Men Are Killer
By Alleged Deserters

Fugitive« Fire on Posse in
Battle in the Hills of

West Virginia
HUNTINGTON. W. Va., Aug. 21..A

number of alleged deserters from the
United States army, tracked by a posse
into the hills of .Mingo County, W. Va.,resisted arrest to-day, and in a pitchedbattle which ensued Deputy Sheriff

[George Dillon and a man named Fill's
Here lulled.

Aid was asked from Charleston, and
a special tram carrying Deputy UnitedStates Marshals and members of the
state military police- is rushing lo lio1
scene. Twenty members of the mili¬
tary reserve from this city are en rotitr
to Mingo.
The fight, in which Dillon and F.lli«

were killed occtirred in the hills thretmiles from the Village of Hreeden, ir
Mingo. Filie was a civilian deputy.

Kills Self on Eve
Of 18th Operation

In Eight Years
PORT CHESTER, N. Y., Aug. 21.

Advised by surgeons that he would
have to undergo his eighteenth opera¬
tion if he wished to save his life, Alex¬
ander T. Jackson, thirty-seven years
old, committed suicide in his home to¬
day, cutting his throat with a knife.
Jackson suffered for eight years from
the effects of malignant blood poison¬
ing.

Eight years ago a horse stopped on
the great too of his left foot. Tho too
was amputated, thon the too next it,
and finally all of the toes of that foot.
To savo his life tho foot was ampu¬
tated at the ankle. Several months
afterward tho leg was amputated at
the knee and then at. the hip. Within
a year the right leg had to bo remover
at tho ankle.

Specialists tried to avoid another op-oration, but with no success. Jacksor
was admitted to four hospitals and wai
attended by some of the best surgcomin the East. At hist his right leg wn
amputated at the hip, making Un
seventeenth opcrntion. This seemed t.
provide a slop to tho inroads of Hi
blood poisoning.

But throe weeks ago surgeons li.l
Jackson that to save his life the fou
lingers of his right hand, which ha
become infected, would have to be ri
moved. Despairing, Jackson killed him
self.

LoyaltyQuestioned,
Heckscher Sues
Women for Million:

"Tinplate King" Demands
$500,000 Each From

Society Leaders

HUNTINGTON, L. !.. Aug. 21..Au-1
gust Heckscher, "tin plate king" and
realty operator, started suits yesterday
to recover $500,000 each from Mrs.
Dorothy Van Schaick Kelly and Mrs.
Teenie Noel Johnston, both members
of the Huntington society colony, al¬
leging that they slandered him by im¬
puting pro-Germanism to him. Having
instituted the suits, Mr. Ileckscher
started for his camp on Little Moose
Lake in the Adirondack League Club
preserve. Neither of the defendants
was at. home to-day.

Mr. Ileckscher alleges that during a
house party at the home of Mrs. John¬
ston July ti one of the guests expresseddoubt of the Americanism of any per¬
son of German birth, to which another
guest added the opinion that the
Heckschers were pro-German. Mrs.
Johnston, he charges, then uttered "the
following false, defamatory and mali¬
cious words concerning plaintiff: 'The
boatman said that Mr. Heckscher's boat
went out every night at 1 o'clock.'"

¦Say Spy Charge Was Made
By this statement, Mr. Ileckscher

believed, Mrs. Johnston meant that
his l.'oat. an $80,000 toy, went out
"clandestinely and habitually under
cover of darkness upon the waters of
Long Island Sound and iis tributaries
for the purpose of spying, conveyinginformation or supplies to or other¬
wise serving the interest of the Ger¬
man Umpire."

He wants $500,000 from Mrs. Kellybecause, he says, she went from Mrs.
Johnston's home to another house and
repeated what Mrs. Johnston liad said,adding, "They even say that Mr. Heck¬
scher's money is German money."Mr. Heckscher has liad varied luck
in the courts so far. He won a. suit
which J. I'. Morgan and other residents
of the Murray Hill section started to
prevent him from building an office
structure on Madison Avenue. He lost.
$4,000 to John Kennedy, a laborer, who
was bit by Mr. Heckscher's automobile.
A verdict, of $100.000 was rendered
against him in a suit growing ottt of

.the collapse of the Newfoundland Syn¬dicat'', a mining company.
(.ave Deutschland Mon SlO.OffO

Ile was born in the free city of Ham¬burg, now a part of Germany, came tothe United States in 1867 and was nat¬uralized in,1874. W. X. Baylis, hisattorney^nfado the following state¬
ment: .

"In 1011 Mr. Heckscher offered the
use of a large house to the HuntingtonHospital Association, in 1916 be gave$10.000 to the crew of the German mer¬cantile submarine Deutschland and in1017 be gave a park to this town.dedi-cated "to the little birds that migrateand to the little children whp, unfortu¬nately, do not."

Removal of Dr. Day
îs Asked by Dealers

Hylan Is Told He Has Failed
to Keep ^Promises Made as

Market Commissioner
A protest against the continuation

in otfice of the Rev. Jonathan C. Day,Commissioner of Markets, has been re¬
ceived by Mayor Hylan from the Re¬
ceivers and Distributers' Association,of 97 Warren Street, an organization
formed, according to its incorporation
papers, to "protect in every way the
interests of receivers and distributersof merchandise." The letter to tin-Mayer, signed by Edward P. Doyle, assecretary, declare :
"The members of our organizationfeel thai the continuance in office oftins man will bo detrimental to thebest interests of the community and

must bring your administration intodiscredit."
The letter charges the Market Com-missionor with the "cheapest kind ofdemiigogery" in connection with hispropositions to furnish the people coalmid ice and food supplies at muchlower prices than tbo dealers'.

The Great Rent Feud
The "Extreme Left" Charges the
Landlords With Proñteering

By Kenneth Macgowan
Fourth Article*

THE landlords claim that increases in rents from 10 to 20 percent
necessary and just, socially and economically.

The. Tenants' League replies that increases arc socially in»»sible and economically unjust; that the average tenant cannot afford*
pay more rent, and that the landlords' claims of increased cost of fa

°

and maintenance are exaggerated.
That is the "extreme left's" view of the "extreme right."
"Remember that 95 per cent of the people live in apartments ret

ing for less than $25 a month," says Mary Mardfin, secretary of y»Tenants' League. "These families are already paying nuire t;¡an V*
can now afford, and a large proportion are always near the ragged til
of destitution. Many of these tenants have advanced their own incom <
but not all of them, for New York is not a munitions town. And the
of living has increased far more.

"The Charities Organization showed in April that in ever SCO *vr-
cal families only 31 per cent of the workers had increased their ea
57 per cent had stayed where they were, and 12 per cent had Bufi¿w|
decrease. I am sure it is no underestimate to say that the avers»
«advance in wages hasn't been over 40 per cent, while living cost eve»
in the last year alone, has incrased 50 to 75 per cent, and, during IL
four years of war, over 100 per cent. In other words, the landlord ii
asking his tenants to pay out 15 to 40 per cent more in rent, whenftpi,
real wages have actually fallen by comparison with what they will now
buy in food and clothing."
What the Tax Increase Means

So much for social necessity.as the Tenant.-' Leag e sees it. A«
for economics, let Assemblyman Orr, chairman of the leag le's executive
committee, speak:

"The landlord claims that he must raise rents because of increase.'
taxation, increased cost of labor, materials and service. A- a matter
of fact, the tax rate has jumped in Manhattan from 2.02 cents on the
dollar to 2.36 cents. This is an increase of 17 per cent on the old rate
But it is an increase of 17 per cent on merely 2 per cent of ! he value
cf the property, while, if the landlord increases his rents 17 percent
he is increasing them 17 per cent on from 5 to 15 per cent of the value
of the property."

Here is a concrete example furnished by the league of the wüv in
which, it claims, the landlord is using the "tax exc ost rent
way above what the new tax rate costs him. A "West Sider" rrade thú
analysis of the entire apartment house in which, he lb it is on We-
176th Street:

Sept. so. 1916. Sept. SO, 1917. Oct. /, ;:<.;.
Three-room apartments ... $28$30
Four-room apartments .... 38
Five-room apartments. 13 $44 and 48 S60and65

The assessed value of the property, this tenant was«
1917 $105,000. The 1918 rate of tax will increase the landlord's taxa
by $357. But, so he asserts, the landlord will be able t eet this ta:
when it is due by an increase in income of $2,900. He Further claina
that service has been cut down, the janitor operating tel< phone switch
board and elevator.

As to "High Cost of Maintenance"
As to the landlords' claim of increase'.! costs ( f

service, Mr. Orr says: "Higher labor and materials? Tin
using any these days. No one is building, because of the wa
cause of the consequent shortage of flats, no cue is do ay redecorat¬
ing or any repairs except the most absolutely essenl I h ¡m
up, but the lack of supply last winter kept the tot; of expenditure
down. Right now the rule in Harlem and The Bronx hot water on"?
two hours a day or only on two or three days a week, in order to save
coal for the winter; and in the great mass of hou here there are
no elevators, the janitor works for his rent and get

"As to the better grade of improved apartments, {here, to), servie
has been cut down, janitors tending to elevators an ig the tele¬
phone switchboards. Though the cost of the thing
has gpne up, he and his tenants have economized to extent that!
I think the 'break' is just about even.

"We feel that, though a small increase muy be ! e to cover
actual increase in taxes, etc., the landlord should be conten ivjth that and
no more. After all, we are all making sacrifices to win the war. Why
should the landlord expect to come out better for it? He ought lobe
willing to give something, too."

Taking the House Off the Landlord's Hands
When landlords began to tell the Tenants* League that they had to

raise rents because their properties were unprofitable, Mrs. Mardfin
thought she saw a way out of the tenants' trouble without legislation
or a strike. She got the executive committee of the league to take up
the scheme of leasing unprofitable houses from the landlords at fixed
rentals and then subletting the apartments to men the leap-:
at a figure which would cover the owners' share and si rvice and repairs.
A committee of tenants would manage each house.

"But so far," says Mrs. Mardfin. "the plan ha: me to
In spite of the landlords' claim that they are being and '-lf'-

they must raise rents or lose money, we haven't bei rid a single
landlord who will let us take his apartment'house off

"The landlord has been used to farming out his ]
past. Two and three years ago hundreds pf thei Bronx and
Harlem rented entire buildings to so-called 'leasters' more than*
3 per cent guarantee. Now, because the demand for apartments
getting larger than the supply, they have stopped thi and the'.
won't lease to us even at 5 or 6 per cent. But they go on clairrUr-
they are losing money."

So right now the Tenants' League says it wants two tl :T'?s in orderti
defeat the landlords.

It. wants a house to let to its members to prove coi perative manap
tuent is a possible solution and high rents unn

It wants members, and.more than membei
build up a strike fund against October 1.

"Spanish influenza"
Started in Germany

Swiss Blame Central Empires for
Epidemic That Is Now Rav¬

aging Little Republic
The so-called "Spanish influenza" is

not Spanish after all, but German, just
like most of the other ills which have
afflicted mankind since 1914. At least
that is what the Swiss say. The dis¬
ease originated in the famine stricken
Central Empires, they claim, and was
carried to Spain, whereupon the Ger¬
mans dubbed it "Spanish influenza."

This information is conveyed in aletter just received by Norman de R.\\ hitehouse, of this city, from his wife,who is now head of the Swiss staff of
It.» Committee on Public Information,Mrs. Whitehouse is at present in Berne,Switzerland.
Mrs. Whitehouse wrote her husbandthat the influenza now raging in virulent form throughout, Switzerland issaid by medical authorities to resem¬ble the great plague which sweplEurope in th? latter half of the sev|enteenth ccnturj
"Mrs. Whitehouse writes mc thai'theatre." have been closed in Swisscities, schools shut up and all publitmeetings have been forbidden." sai<Mr. Whitehouse. "The police hav<

even gone so far as to disperso uni
groups of people in the streets.
"Mrs. Whitehouse tells me that persons in good physical condition are nolikely to be affected by the plague antthat its victims are mostly (hose whe

are not properly nourished. Nevertheless the toll of death in the Swiss arm;la alurniing."
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